Truckm past ’ past the j pump

By LesLie Rupp
Wake Weekly Staff Writer

Think you have to pay five
figures to drive a fuel- efficient

car? Think again. -~

A Wake Forest.company of

fersa less-expenswe solutlon it b
says will improve engine per-

formance, increase gas mile-

age and reduce carbon enus—‘

sions.

“We were birthed ' out of ;

the ‘need for energy-saving
options,” said Drew Graham,

Hybrid Solutions. “We were
 of layoffs and de-

y
and with less .
" build-up.
- “We
cournter
lot of skep
dsm,” UG : :
ham  admits.  “Wh >
<think hybrid; theythmk a
But you can'’t- take th
to the mountams on.
charge.”
The Vortexi*‘

en- .

“Once you put it
have to touch it.”

~The biggest impact on a ve-
hicle is the reduction of enns—,

a. representative  of Creatlve‘

sions and Wasted gas Graham'
-said. About 45 percent of gas is -

~ typically used in the car, Gra-

‘ham said. But 55 percent ofun-
used gas comé§ otit athrough
‘the tailpipe.

utes after m_stalhngsth string
of rnagnets" e 23
10

git’s car av aged 15.3 percent -

Before the mstal}atmn Leg-

tomer,” sald Franker. “I was
spendmg about $160 a month -

in gas, and that’s not the case
anymore.”

Though: the company is the
-"only one of its kind in North

rs- Carolina, Raleigh and Wake
- County leaders are takmg no-
m_ tice. -

Creative Hybnd Solutlons

- has outfitted the Vortex fuel ‘
. system on two Raleigh police
5 cars and 163 Wake County
a:. school buses fora 120-day free
- trial.
- It was .an - offer Ralelgh

couldn’t refuses . .-

“It’s free and we don’t have
anything to lose,” said Travis
Brown, supenntendent of Ra-

ot of money.”

While the test still hias 90

cent increase.

system’s progress yet. He is

‘waiting until the free trial ends

to see the:potential savings.

bout this; we don’t want: them

to chiange their dfiving habits

ir “But at the end of the trial, we'll

20 miles - on the highway. He

ee if we camremup the costs:

in our fuel savings.”

testing on the magnets have
ot been held since the 1970s.

critics” concerns to rest.
People refuse to believe that
echnology has changed since
the 1970s. But we can prove

now gets' 24 -mpg in the city them wrong agam and agam »

and 35,5.mpg on the highway.

“I’m absolutely a happy cus-

he said.

For Legg1t the decxsmn

leigh's' vehicle fleet services.
‘If it works, 1t could save us a' |

days to go, Graham reports |

ifuel efficiency has increased in
olice cars by 40 percent and

buses have reglstered a 21 per- -

- Brown hasn’t looked at the; ‘

“We haven't told our drivers +

The science behind the prod-
ct -isfaitly new. Controlled

Because no formal = tests -

‘to pui‘chase wsyﬁem for her.
- SUV was easy. “We wantto-go-

grezegx, But wehave a familygar.
and we like the comforts that

come with it,” she said. “This
is a way for.us to keep our
car, save on fuel and lower our -
emissions.”

For Grgham, starting a
needed service during a slow
economy has Creative Hybrid

‘Solutions revved -up ‘about its
' product

“I love my job,” said Graham.
“We've outfitted cars that now
get better gas mileage than a
hybnd at a.much lower cost.” .
For more information, go to

;creahvehybndsolutmns com.




